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Town/City: = Town of Eastham 


Place: (neighborhood or village): 
North Eastham 


Address: 25 Schoolhouse Road 

Historic Name: District School No. 3 

Uses: Present: historical society museum 
Original: school 

Date of Construction: 1873, 2008 

Source: deeds, historic newspapers 

Style/Form: Greek Revival/front-gable block 

Architect/Builder: unknown 


Exterior Material: 
Foundation: concrete 


Wall/Trim: wood shingle/wood 


Roof: asphalt shingle 


Outbuildings/Secondary Structures: 
Well house 
WWI monument 
Stone railroad mile post 
Stone highway mile past 


Major Alterations (with dates): 
Manual training wing added, ca. 1910 
Historical Society wing added, 2008 
Concrete foundation added, 2008 


Condition: good 

Moved: no] yesL] Date: 

Acreage: 0.78 

Setting: The building is located on a corner lot facing 


Nauset Road and the Cape Cod National Seashore Visitors 
Center in a large open space to the south. 


12/12 Follow Massachusetts Historical Commission Survey Manual instructions for completing this form. 
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[_] Recommended for listing in the National Register of Historic Places. 


ARCHITECTURAL DESCRIPTION 

The Eastham District School No. 3, built in 1873, is a one-story wood frame educational building with restrained Greek Revival- 
style trim with two-stage friezes and short returns on the ends. Its front-gable fagade contains two doors with cornices on the 
main floor and a single window in the gable. An open deck has been added. The side walls each contain four windows evenly 
spaced with a tall frieze being the only decoration. A manual training room was contained in a small wing added to the rear gable 
end. It has an entrance flanked by windows on its easterly fagade. A dormer is centered in the roof and a porch and access 
ramp have been added, as this has become the main entrance to the building. There are two windows on the rear (west) side of 
the wing. A second wing, similar in design to but larger than the school, was added with a cross-gable orientation to the north 
end of the manual training wing in 2008 for functions of the historical society. It has trim that reproduces that on the historic 
schoolhouse and windows of similar size and spacing on its walls. An entrance is located on the west end with a ramp as a 
second means of egress. 


The building is situated at the north boundary of the three-quarter-acre parcel with open space on the front and sides. A number 
of objects have been installed on the Nauset Road side of the property: a bronze tablet mounted on a boulder commemorating 
those in the town who served in the First World War (moved from an unknown previous location), a granite mile post from the 
railroad, and a granite highway marker identifying Eastham and the mileage to Provincetown and Plymouth. There also is a 
flagpole and anchor group dedicated to the memory of Violet G. Pratt. 


HISTORICAL NARRATIVE 

On the day after Christmas in 1873, Eastham farmer Reuben Brewer (1815-1904) sold the town of Eastham a lot at the 
intersection of two unnamed town roads just east of his farm for $40. ““On said granted and bounded land,” the deed stated, “is 
located the number Three School House erected this year.”' That it was one of several school buildings constructed that year is 
indicated in an article in the Boston Commonwealth, which noted within a larger discussion of Captain Edward Penniman’s new 
house on Fort Hill that “other new buildings include fine school-houses,” and the town was then in the midst of “a general 
brushing and painting up, indicating that the railroad or something else has led the people to think they are likely to have visitors 
drop in upon them unawares.”* Neither Cape Cod nor Boston newspapers reported on the construction of new schools in town, 
but it seems likely that the railroad and an anticipated population increase stimulated the project. The town’s population had 
declined steadily from 1830, when it stood at 970 persons, to 1875, when it was 639; a rising school population does not appear 
to account for the new buildings. 


The 1858 map of Eastham shows two schools in town, one on the west side of King’s Highway roughly opposite Hemenway 
road and the other on the north side of Nauset Road in North Eastham, almost opposite Aspinet Road. Some local accounts 
stated that the number 3 school replaced one that stood diagonally across Nauset Road from 25 Schoolhouse Road, though no 
such school is indicated on the 1858 map.? According to local historians Marilyn Schofield and Roberta Cornish, Eastham at one 
time had five schools, but by 1873 there were four. In 1879 school number one, on Bridge Road in South Eastham, was 
removed, leaving schools 2, 3, and 4—number two on King’s Highway in South Eastham (not depicted on maps), number three 
at the junction of Nauset and Schoolhouse Roads, and number four on the main road nearly opposite Oak Road in North 
Eastham.’ They were renumbered one in the south part of town, two at Nauset Road, and three in North Eastham. 


These three schools operated until some point between 1902 and 1907, by which time town population hovered around 500 
persons. At that time the North and South Eastham schools were moved to Schoolhouse Road and added as wings to the center 
school (though the North Eastham school is still shown on the 1905 Eastham map). The Yarmouth Register reported in mid- 
September that year, “School commenced Wednesday last week, with Miss Rogers and Miss Clark as teachers. Mr. Chester 
Horton drives the barge from South Eastham and Mr. Arthur Brown from North Eastham to convey their scholars from their 


1 Reuben Brewer to town of Eastham, 26 December 1873, BCD 118:280. 

? Extracts from the Commonwealth in “Eastham,” Barnstable Patriot, 1 September 1874, 2. 

3M. H. Stevens, Massachusetts Historical Commission building form for EAS.92, November 1985. 

4 Barnstable Patriot, 8 April1879, 2, reported that Ezra Knowles had the contract to remove the Eastham schoolhouse in district No. 1 for $180. 
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homes to school and return.” That account would seem to set the date of the consolidation at 1902, but in 1907 the Hyannis 
Patriot reported that Eastham voters appropriated five dollars to move school number 3 in North Eastham to the Center.® 
Each joined building featured separate girls’ and boys’ entrances, and each housed different grades. Donald B. Sparrow, who 
attended the school from about 1928 to 1933, described the building: 


When | was a student, the three-room structure was painted a bright yellow as now, and had identical wings, each 
with two entranceways leading to a small coatroom and then into a 24-by-30-foot main room. Boys were never 
allowed to use the girl’s entry and vice versa. . . . Classrooms were equipped with 20 to 30 wooden lid-top desks, 
each with an attached seat and iron grillwork legs screwed to the floor. A large pot-belled stove provided 
wintertime heat. There was no electricity and no lamps, school was open only during the day. Toilet facilities were 
the old fashioned kinds in an outhouse in the back of the school building.® 


When Sparrow was at the school, Florence Keith, who had begun teaching in Eastham in 1906, taught first, second, and third 
grades; Virginia Nickerson Horton taught four, fifth, and sixth grades in another room; and teaching principal Otto Nickerson 
taught seventh and eighth graders. This trio taught at the school for decades. Keith, a native of Bridgewater and graduate of 
Bridgewater Normal School, began teaching in Eastham in 1906 and remained through 1938. Horton, an Eastham native, 
graduated Bridgewater Normal School and taught at first in Brewster. She was teaching intermediate grades in Eastham by 
1928, the same year she married Eastham house carpenter Clayton O. Horton, and she was still teaching there in 
1941.Nickerson, a native of Orleans and a graduate of Hyannis Normal School, began his Eastham teaching career in 1918, left 
for some years in the early 1920s to teach in North Andover, West Newton, and Quincy, and returned married in 1925; by 1929 
he was principal of the Eastham school and was associated with it for forty years. In addition, art and music teachers visited the 
school once a week, and instrumental music in particular became something of a specialty in Eastham. All Eastham students 
were required to learn an instrument, according to historian Don Wilding. Keith began a “rhythm band” of first- and second- 
graders playing drums, triangles, tambourines, and cymbals, and she is credited with the idea for the school-age Cape Cod 
Symphony Orchestra in 1931. Students staged musicals and were organized into drum and bugle corps as well; the corps 
dressed in uniforms on Memorial Day and walked from the school to decorate graves at Evergreen Cemetery and then rode a 
bus to take part in the Orleans parade.’ 


In April 1936, as the town’s population began to creep upward, Eastham voters chose to build a new school on a ten-acre parcel 
north of the center school and on the shore of Spectacle Pond. For some reason nowhere stated, students were taught at the 
former Eastham town hall, at the northwest corner of State Highway and Nauset Road, while the school was being constructed, 
and they moved into the new building in February 1937.8 


A year later the town of Eastham sold the conjoined school buildings and their lot to George E. Prentice of Berlin, Connecticut, 
for six hundred dollars. The Hyannis Patriot reported that Prentice “purchased the old school houses” and was “having one 
moved to a lot near ‘Windy Hill,’ their summer home.” ° Prentice, born in Leicester, England, had come to New Britain, 
Connecticut, in the early 1880s and became an apprentice jeweler, but in 1892 he began working for Taut and Hine Company, 
which made metal goods. He was superintendent of its factory from 1894 until 1912 and then began his own Prentice 
Manufacturing Company, which made slide fasteners, zippers, buckles, and various novelty metal goods. Prentice was an early 
and avid bicyclist, built his own airplane in 1910, and had more than 175 patents. Prentice first bought land in Eastham in 1925 
“near the town’s school houses” in the town’s Nauset section, presumably the site of his Windy Hill summer home. The 
Yarmouth Register reported in 1942 that Prentice had “presented” the “old Eastham school house” to the Eastham firemen,” but 
no deed exists to document the transaction. In November 1943 Prentice and his employee Amos Case were returning to 
Connecticut after having closed the family’s Eastham property for the winter when Case, who was driving, struck a tree in 


5 “Eastham,” Yarmouth Register, 13 September 1902, 5; “From Our Early Files,” Hyannis Patriot, 10 February 1938, 8, citing a 1907 article. 

Local histories variously record the consolidation as having occurred in 1902, 1903, and 1905. 

® Donald B. Sparrow, Growing Up on Cape Cod: Four Brothers Learning to Stand Tall (Eastham, MA: Great Oaks Publishing, 1999), 83-84. 

7 Marilyn C. Schofield and Roberta Cornish, Images of America: Eastham (Charleston SC: Arcadia Publishing for Eastham Historical Society, 

2003), 45; “Cape Cod Symphony Orchestra Makes Big Hit Friday Evening,” Hyannis Patriot, 30 April 1931, 1; “Symphony Orchestra Gives 

Third Concert,” Yarmouth Register, 2 May 1931, 6. 

8 Yarmouth Register, 19 February 1937, 4. 

® Selectmen of Town of Eastham to George E. Prentice, Berlin CT, 8 Feb. 1938, BCD 547:312; “Eastham,” Hyannis Patriot, 30 June 1938, 12. 
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Barnstable; Prentice died soon afterward at Cape Cod Hospital. In 1941 his widow sold 25 Schoolhouse Road to Milledge W. 
and Grace M. Feener.'° 


Born in Cambridge in 1895, Milledge Wilburt Feener was a carpenter who served in the Army Air Corps during World War | and 
afterward worked for his father Wilbert M. Feener in North Scituate. His parents both came to the United States from Nova 
Scotia. In 1924 Feener married Grace Muriel Hammond in Randolph, and the couple lived in that town in 1940 with their children 
Donald and Marion. Feener died by February 1959, and his widow Grace owned 25 Schoolhouse Road until May 1965, when 
she sold it to Eastham Historical Society, founded two years earlier.‘ Soon after its founding, society members began to discuss 
purchasing the old school, which had been vacant for years and was deteriorating, restoring it, and converting it to museum 
space. The idea for the conversion is credited in large part to Frederick Harris Jewell, a native of Cedar Rapids, lowa, who had 
worked for many years in outdoor advertising in Asia for the British-American Tobacco Company and other firms, moved to 
Eastham in 1958, and soon afterward he approached Otto Nickerson about presenting illustrated talks on his travels to Eastham 
students. Jewell worked with the schools for seven years. He, Ralph Chase, and Robert Sparrow began to discuss reusing the 
school, and Jewell approached Grace Feener about a possible sale Chase, Sparrow, and Bernard Collins advanced the society 
the building’s $8,000 purchase price. Nickerson Lumber Company donated shingles, and Clayton Horton, whose wife had taught 
for so long in the school, built the school’s new roof with them.’ Eastham Historical Society added a wing to the northeast side 
of the building in 2008 and operates the Eastham Historical Society Schoolhouse Museum at 25 Schoolhouse Road. 
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PHOTOGRAPHS 


(credit Larson Fisher Associates, 2019 unless otherwise noted) 


View from east showing manual training wing repurposed as an entry and historical society addition. 


View from NW. 
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